FORUM ” 


NEWSLETTER OF THE AREA PLANNING BOARD OF PALM BEACH COUNTY 2300 PALM BEACH LAKES BLVD,WEST PALM BEACH,FL.33409 


Palm Beach County Library System 
West Palm Beach, Florida 


The preparation of this Newsletter was financed in part through a Comprehensive Planning Grant from the Department of Housing and Urban Development 


VOLUME 9, NUMBER 3 


AUGUST 1975 


PALM BEACH COUNTY MUNICIPALITIES ASSUME 
LEAD IN MEETING STATE PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 


On July 1, 1974 certain amendments to the Area 


Planning Board's enabling legislation (H.B. 2797) 


became effective. These amendments were specif- 
ically directed toward the orderly growth and 
development of Palm Beach County. All municipal- 
ities and the Board of County Commissioners were 
therefore responsible for the development of a 
total Comprehensive Plan for their respective 
jurisdictional areas. This planning input is, 
by ftaw,-required -to be completed by October, 


/™ 1975. 


It should be noted that the basis for the amend- 
ment to the previous Area Planning Board legis- 
lation was the recognition on the part of local 
elected officials, urban planners, and concerned 
private citizens of the need for a Comprehensive 


«Planning Program to cope with the growth prob- 


lems facing Palm Beach County. 


In light of the modified legislation, the Area 
Planning Board has offered varying degrees and 
types of assistance to all the local municipal- 
ities in the preparation of their individual 
planning elements. Ten municipalities requested 
the Area Planning Board to become directly in- 
volved in the preparation of the city’s planning 
program. These requests resulted in the APB 
contracting with these municipalities to provide 
necessary planning services. 


THE PLANNING PROGRAM 


The determination for the Area Planning Board to 


“coordinate and be responsible for the develop- 


ment of a comprehensive plan to be county-wide in 
scope; came about as a logical outgrowth of the 
need for the thirty-seven municipalities in the 


county to combine their individual efforts into 
a program which can effectively deal with the 
growth and financial pressures, as well as the 
increasing demands for improved and expanded 
services and facilities. 


Palm Beach County is a growing region of South 
Florida which is experiencing severe problems 
of urban expansion. Many, if not all, of the 
municipalities within the county are currently 
encountering the related problems of rapid 
growth. It has been the primary intent of the 
Area Planning Board to impress upon local of- 
ficials that, without some form of comprehensive 
plan, each municipality will be compelled to 
maintain its present growth trends. These trends 
will no doubt result in numerous social, finan- 
cial and related rapid growth problems in the 
future. 


Either through contract or through the provision 
of technical assistance, the APB staff has work- 
ed intimately with almost every municipality 
within the county. Through this relationship, 
the staff has endeavored to show to the com- 
munities, especially the smaller ones, that their 
planning and the planning of the larger urban 
areas is of the same importance even though the 
complexity and detail of planning may vary. The 
Area Planning Board is attempting to alleviate 
the not uncommon problem of inconsistent growth 
patterns occurring at the interface between urban 
and suburban or small and large communities in 
areas of rapid expansion such as Palm Beach 
County. 


In assisting the communities with their planning, 
many local programs, priorities, and factors were 
addressed by our staff and the municipal boards 


or committees. For example, by discussing cap- 
ital improvements programming along with the 
general budgetary process, it was determined that 
the city must carefully manage its funds. Because 
sources of revenue are limited, only through 
careful management can the community afford to 
Operate. In many cases throughout the county, 
the growth or decline of population can and will 
be determined by the quality and type of manage- 
ment of local affairs. 


PLANNING ASSISTANCE 


Under the total planning program, it has been 
the goal of the Area Planning Board to re- 
inforce local government in Palm Beach County 
and thereby make it more effective and effic- 
ient. With this in mind, the APB has designed 
a program format whereby the smaller commun- 
ities can assist themselves in their own plan- 
ning programs. 


This program began with the publication of the 
Community Comprehensive Development Planning 
Handbook. The Handbook was prepared by the APB 
and distributed to all municipalities in the 
County. It was designed to relate the early de- 


with its future growth potential. 


The Handbook was written primarily to assist 
communities in meeting the requirements estab- 
_lished by the Florida Legislature in House Bill 
3972, July, 1974, which amended the Palm Beach 
County Area Planning Board Act of 1965 (House 
Bill 2797). Summarily, the amended Act required 
each Palm Beach County municipality to pre- 
pare a total comprehensive development plan for 
its respective jurisdictional area by October 1, 
1975. The Act states that these plans may be 
completed by one of three means: (1) acommunity 
may plan for itself without outside assistance; 
(2) a planning consultant firm may be contracted 
to prepare the plan or; (3) The Area Planning 
Board staff, upon request by a municipality, may 
be contracted to prepare the plan. 


In addition, Section 13 of the Act requires the 
Area Planning Board to review all municipal 
comprehensive development plans and recommend 
revisions, modifications or alterations deemed nec- 
essary to meet the purposes of the Act. 


The Handbook, therefore, attempts to achieve the 
following objectives; 


To assist communities which propose 
to prepare their comprehensive develop- 
ment plans without Area Planning Board 
staff or professional planning consultant 
assistance and; 


(1) 


(2) To assist community planning depart- 
ments and contracted professional! plan- 
ning consultants in meeting the require- 
ments established in the revised Area 


Planning Board act. 


For a planning program to be truly comprehensive 
in scope, it must address a wide variety of in- 
dividual elements and areas of concern. The 
elements included in the local plans, and which 
will be included in the county-wide plan are as 
follows: 


| - Inventory & Analysis 


- Base Mapping 

- Land Use Analysis 

- Physical Features 

Population Study 

- Economic Analysis 

- Annexation Study 

- Community Facilities 
- Housing Study 

——--Fransportation- study 
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II - Goals & Objectives 


lH - Future Plan 
a. - Land Use Plan 
b.- Community Facilities Plan 
c. - Transportation Plan 


Through a step by step involvement of the local 
community with each of the planning elements 
listed above, the plan itself is then developed, 
thereby reflecting the particular local goals and 
priorities. As part of the APB assistance, the 
staff has continually stressed a method of plan- 
ning which provides realistic recommendations that 
the local community can effectively implement. 
It has been the intent of the staff to base its 
recommendations on what was thought the 
community could implement, rather than what it 
theoretically should eventually implement. It is 
the opinion of the staff that a community would 
be more comfortable implementing a plan which 
was “their plan” rather than becoming discouraged 
by attempting to utilize an unrealistic set of goals 
impossible to attain. 


With the Area Planning Board providing the profes- 
sional guidance and research in putting the basic 
plan together, the local communities determined the 


INFORMATION CONTACTS 


PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 


AGENCY 


Area Planning Board 


2300 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd. 
Suite 200 

West Paim Beach, Florida 33409 
Telephone: 683-9450 


County Engineering Office 


Palm Beach International Airport 
Building 1132 

P. 0. Box 2429 

West Palm Beach, Florida 33402 
Telephone: 684-2460 


County Planning, Zoning, 


Building & Licensing Dept. 


810 Datura Street 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33401 
Telephone: 655-9500 


ITEM 
Director 


-Water & Sewer Facilities 
& Dredge & Fill 
-Transportation Planning 
-Comprehensive Planning 
& Municipal Assistance 
-Community Development 
Planning & Housing 
-Traffic Counts & 
Population Data 


County Engineer 
Construction Coordination 
Land Development 

Traffic 


Director 
Administrative 


Inquiries 


Planning 

-Capital Improvements 
-Long Range Planning 
-Land Use 

-Recreation 

-Solid Waste 


Zoning 

-Current Planning and/or 
Zoning Information 
-Site Plan Review 


Building 


Licensing 
Contractors Exam 


PERSON(S) 


Frank W. Brutt 


Richard Stalker 
Ned Brooke 


Gene Caputo 
Tom Orr 


Howard Smith 


H. Kahlert 
James Snelgrove 
Tracy Bennett 
Tracy Bennett 
Charlie Hyman 


Ray Liberti 


Jeanne Crews 
Nancy Johnson 
Brenda Bruce 


Nick Hillman 
Clint Effinger 
Bill Collins 
Dick Morley 
Tim Hunt 


Ray Liberti 
Seishiru Tomioka 
Kieran Kilday 


Dennis Shea 


Joe Spetla 
Zoe Pickren 


Ed Flynn 


AGENCY EE : PERSON(S) 


County Health Department -Department Head Frank Gargiulo 
-Assistant Dept. Head farvin Rowland 
2247 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd. -Sewerage Facilities Umesh Asran om 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33409 -Septic Tanks Terry Heath 
Telephone: 832-8561 -Water Supply Systems Jim Williams 
-Dredge & Fill Jim Barry 
-Solid Waste Carroll Shelor 
-Air Pollution Gene Sacco 
School Board of Palm Bch. County -Superintendent Dr. Joseph M. Carroll 
3323 Belvedere Road -School Plant Planning Howard Johnson 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33409 -School Attendance 
Telephone: 683-0050 Boundaries Edward Nelson 
-Public Information 


Office Vern Crawford -~ 


Prepared by the Area Planning Board of Palm Beach County in cooperation with the 
listed agencies. This list is not intended to be all inclusive, but it may assist 
you in determining the location of necessary information. 


specific needs of their own community, they estab- 
lished their own goals and objectives, determined 
their own priorities of implementation, and provid- 


ed their own direction as to the contents of the plan. 


“™ The implementation of a planning program is the 


key factor in its success. While a comprehensive 
plan is intended only to be a general guide for a 
community; by becoming aware of its many and 
varied problems, a municipality can plan for it- 
self on a continuing basis and thereby may avoid 
growth obstacles. An on-going planning program 
is necessary to maintain the plan as a valuable 
tool to aid in the local decision making process. 


The Area Planning Board, through its local plan- 
ning assistance program and its coordination with 
other planning agencies, can assist in local plan 
implementation. For example, the APB can assist 
communities in applying for state or federal 


s grants, as well as providing professional tech- 


nical assistance in a wide variety of other plan- 
ning related areas. 


SUMMARY 


The required planning, as set forth in the pre- 
viously mentioned legislation, must be accomplish- 


——ed~—within=a.time.trame.of two years ending in 
am October, 1976. The first year has been devoted 


primarily to individual municipal planning pro- 
grams all of which must be completed by October, 
1975. The Area Planning Board staff is of the 
opinion that our assistance to the local com- 
munities has proven itself to be a valuable ser- 
vice and that better municipal planning and gov- 
ernment will result. It has been the APB’s pur- 
pose and intent to help the municipalities in 
Palm Beach County plan and implement the goals 
they themselves have established. This, therefore, 
has been the key to the local planning program, 
that of assisting the community with a plan that 
the communities themselves helped to develop and 
can hopefully implement on their own. 


During the second year, the APB will blend the 
completed municipal plans with those plans of 
other units of local government and thereby pro- 
duce a county-wide comprehensive plan. The 
county-wide plan for all of Palm Beach County will 
consist of the preparation and administration of a 
systematic program to guide and/or control the use 


and development of land in such a way that the _ 


maximum social and economic benefits may accrue 
to the people living within the County. The plan- 
ning process will address itself primarily to three 
basic points: 


(1) Recommending ways of improving un- 
desirable conditions or elements within 


the planning area; 


(2) Preparing for forseeable changes through 
planning documents; 
(3) Providing a program to implement de- 


sired public improvements. 
) 


It is anticipated that the planning program will 
provide Palm Beach County with an orderly and 
systematic approach to its planning needs. But, 
it is important to remember that a plan has no 
power in itself; Jonly sound administration of im- 
plementing the/program will prove to be effective. 
The plan represents the first step in a continuing 
and progressive program, subject to modification 
and expansion according to the changing needs of 
the community. 


As a result of the action of the municipalities 
and the assistance provided by the Area Planning 
Board, every city in Palm Beach County is further 
ahead of other ‘cities in Florida in meeting the 
planning requirements of the recently enacted 
State Local Government Comprehensive Planning 
Act of 1975 


Basically; the State Act-strives to-continue- Fiori- 
ida’s balanced and creative land management pro- 
grams by discouraging uniform and inflexible land 
use regulations by placing into effect a compre- 
hensive planning process, citizen participation re- 
quirements, mandated intergovernmental coopera- 
tion, giving legal status to plans, and introducing 

technical advisory committees. The Act also pro- 
vides for the preparation and adoption of a 
comprehensive plan which sets forth the clearest 
possible statement of a community’s specific 
growth plan for at least the next five years. 


PLANNING 
NEWS 


LOCAL PLANNING ASSISTANCE 
RENDERED BY AREA PLANNING 
BOARD 


As part of the continuing services provided by 
the Area Planning Board, we are enclosing with 
this edition of the APB Forum a revised copy of 
The Information Contacts data list. This list 
provides the names and telephone numbers of 
those persons knowledgeable in those areas of 
concern which are listed. 
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